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Message from Superintendent, 
Dr. Nathaniel Cunningham, Jr.

Cover Photo- 
Thornwood High 
School Student 
Volunteers at Food 
Pantry

Students Assist at Thornton Township Food Pantry

  We are entering 
a new season 
which brings 
about exciting 
new possibilities. 
The dawn of 
spring is filled 
with anticipation 
of what will be 
and the hope that 
things will soon 
start to blossom.  
At School 
District 205 
we are always 

looking toward the future with a vision of continuing 
to build an exemplary, high-quality organization 
that produces major gains in student achievement 
and prepares all students to be productive citizens 
in a global society.
 As an exemplary, high-quality organization we 
strive to ensure that every student learns what is 
needed for them to graduate and be prepared for the 
next leg of their life journey whether they choose to 
enroll in the college, enlisted in the armed services, 
or pursue a satisfying and rewarding vocational 
trade.  
 As superintendent, my role is to work with 
district office administrators to develop systems 
that support the academic, departmental, and 
infrastructure needs which will help us to manifest 
our vision.  I ensure accountability for the success of 
the system and make adjustments when necessary.

 We are driven to accomplish our vision in the 
next five years.  We understand that the challenges 
we face are not easy, but we are resolved in serving 
the greater good of our students and the community, 
and we will succeed!
 We are pleased to report that we have already 
taken significant action to advance toward our 
goals.  We have become a one-to-one school 
district which means that each of our students has 
use of a computer and supportive digital materials 
for learning. The district has also improved the 
backbone of the access system; in fact, it is the 
fastest in the south suburbs. Our infrastructure 
for technology continues to improve so that our 
students can successfully learn from anywhere.
 District 205 also has two major programs for 
employment: the Navistar Program and the Machine 
Shop. Both programs graduate students into jobs 
with starting salaries at over $50,000 per year - 
without requiring a college degree.  We continue 
to look for programs to add to our curriculum 
that strengthens the employment potential for our 
students.  In the last four years, our students have 
excelled academically and have enrolled in colleges 
from Harvard to Stanford and all points in between.  
We will continue to improve the rigor of our 
courses and set high expectations for our students 
while making advancements to our technology and 
enhancing the skills of our staff.  With the necessary 
academic tools and support systems that District 
205 can provide, our students are totally capable of 
achieving their goals.

 How do you spend your Saturday mornings?  
Thornwood High School student, Janiah, spent the 
morning of Saturday, January 30, 2021 volunteering 
at the Restoration Ministries’ food pantry. She is 
a member of the National Honor Society and she 
earned community service hours while helping 
the pantry carry out its mission of feeding those in 
need in the south suburban area.  Janiah skillfully 
navigated two shopping carts around the pantry 
area as she gathered bread/snacks, pantry staples, 
canned goods, fresh meats, produce, and dairy 
products from the various pick up stations. Her 
face mask indicates that she is “an influencer” and 
her actions at the pantry prove this to be true.  
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Board of Education
 If you 
are a resident of 
Thornton Township 
or conduct business 
in the area, then 
you know that it is 
a rich, diverse, and 
vibrant community.  
Thornton Township 
High School District 
205 is pleased 
that our student 
body, educators, 
administrators, and 

members of the Board of Education also reflect these 
positive characteristics.  We value the students who 
attend our schools and believe they deserve the best 
possible education we can provide. We appreciate 
our faculty and staff who work tirelessly to provide 
a quality education so our students have the tools 
and resources to dream, discover, and develop their 
unique potential.  
 As president of the Board of Education, it is my 
role to serve as a leader amongst equals.  The seven 
members of the board each bring their own valuable 
skills, knowledge and perspective.  We deliberate on 
all matters and work together to achieve a consensus.  
In my role as the board’s liaison to the superintendent, 
the administration, and the community, I make sure 
that all stakeholders are kept informed and are focused 
on what is in the best interest of our students.  
 The focus of School District 205 has and always 
will be to provide a student-centered educational 
experience. This is in keeping with our mantra 
which is: “Putting children first in District 205!” This 
approach differs from the traditional adult-centered 
approach to education that sometimes loses sight of 
the students’ needs and may, at times, be influenced 
by political motivations. 
 Our vision for quality student-centered education 
is simple:

1.  Lead the district with ethics, integrity and strong 
accountability.

2.  Operate financially within our means with 
balanced budgets and sound fiscal decisions.

3.  Hold the line on property taxes.
4.  Provide a highly rigorous first-class curriculum 

built on high expectations that is aligned with 
state standards and prepares our students to enroll 
in college, enlist in the armed forces or become 
gainfully employed after graduation.

5. Partner with municipal, state and federal entities 
as well as other non-governmental organizations 
to leverage available resources to support our 
students and the community.  

Now, more than ever, it is time to focus on our 
students; however, our timeline for creating our vision 
is not just beginning.  Over the past 5 years we have 
accomplished the following:

• Implemented new college and career programs
• Received a commendable rating from the Illinois 

State Board of Education
• Partnered with Thornton Township led by 

Supervisor Frank Zuccarelli and the Aunt Martha’s 
organization to provide much needed food, social, 
and economic support to our students 

• Provided support to students who were not able 
to perform in the regular school environment 
and those who needed extra time to graduate by 
creating our Outlook Academy which is located 
at South Suburban College and the Peace Center 
which is in Dolton

 We proudly implemented these and other 
educational programs while balancing our budget and 
returning more than $10 million in property taxes to 
the taxpayers of District 205.  
 As we move forward, we plan to build on our 
accomplishments for a bigger, better and stronger 
district.  

Board President Ms. Nina Graham

School District 205 Student Board 
Student Board President, Labria Gordon
 As president of the School District 205 Student 
Board of Education, I can proudly state that members 
of the board have been able to work efficiently and 
effectively despite having to operate in a challenging 
e-learning environment.  We hosted the “Road to 
Success Virtual College and Career Panel” where 
speakers shared their expertise and experiences in 
order to inform the students about a variety of post 
high school career and academic options. We were 
also able to host a “Virtual Student Town Hall” which 
gave students an opportunity to collectively express 
their thoughts and opinions on an array of topics 
including remote learning, returning safely to school, 
extra-curricular activities, end of the year programs, 
and the prom.
 The current Student Board will continue to work 
until the end of the 2020-2021 school year.  Our 
main focus at this time is the virtual Student Board 
elections that will take place on April 23, 2021 for the 
2021-2022 term.
 The Student Board recognizes and appreciates the 
hard work of all students and organizations of District 
205.  We know that it is hard to maintain focus and 
continue to strive; however, we have been defying the 
odds, and we applaud everyone.  I feel proud that the 

Student Board and the student population in general 
have remained motivated and adapted to the demands 
of e-learning while balancing their home lives and 
any personal issues they may have faced. 
 Our vision for the future of the district is for our 
students to receive a high-quality and well-rounded 
high school experience.   One of the ways the Student 
Board will contribute to this vision is by continuing to 
build on what has been done in the past and helping to 
address any concerns or problems that students may 
have.  We will also continue to develop and present 
quality programs that benefit the students and act 
as a sounding board to the superintendent and the 
Thornton Township High School Board of Education. 
 For more information about the Student Board 
of Education, please see the District 205 website 
(www.district205.net) and follow us @sboe205 on 
Instagram, Twitter and Facebook. 
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A Bright Future AHEAD
Peace Center Raises Potential
 The PEACE Center is the alternative education placement 
program for Thornton Township District 205 high school 
students who struggle in a traditional classroom environment.
 We strive to provide students the skills necessary to increase 
their attendance, earn a high school diploma, enroll in higher 
education or a vocational program, obtain gainful employment, 
or enlist in military service. 
• Create a safe space for all students, parents, staff and community 

stakeholders with restorative practices and peace circles in every 
aspect of the school day.

• Address and develop the emotional needs of students in a 
therapeutic setting by building positive relationships and 
addressing student barriers.

• Enhance core academic skills.
• Impart occupational life skills to become productive members of 

society.

Outlook Academy Overcomes
 Outlook Academy exists to empower students who have 
struggled to achieve in a traditional educational setting the 
opportunity to excel in a non-traditional setting. Thus, making 
success, competence and confidence a reality in their lives.
 Outlook Academy provides its students the opportunity 
and flexibility to learn in an environment more suited to their 
individual needs. Students are provided with adjustable start and 
end times, a block schedule and Saturday tutoring options. Each 
student has an individual academic plan that begins on their first 
day at Outlook and continues well past their completion date. 
 Outlook Academy is designed to not only service students 
in need of high school credits, but works on post high school 
plans with each individual student. All students take and/or 
retake the SAT test as part of their individual academic plan. 
All Outlook Academy students upon completion of their high 
school credits has an established post-Outlook plan in place that 
secures employment, training programs, military enlistment 
and/or college.

In Person Learning Planned For Fall 2021
 District 205 is eagerly looking forward to students coming 
back to our 3 high schools in the Fall of 2021. In-person learning 
will include many details that will make our schools both safe 
as well as high quality learning environment. This process has 
started, and it includes enhanced safety protocols and sanitation. 
We have done much work in the areas of remote learning and 
each student will continue to use their chromebooks that have 
been provided by the district. 
 During a global pandemic, risk exists for any public gathering. 
However, to mitigate these risks, the district has developed a 
comprehensive health and safety plan aligned to local, state, 
and federal guidance. To ensure District 205 is prepared for the 
safe return of students and staff, we are collecting and sharing 
data on the status of each of our schools’ facilities and deliveries 
of devices, air filters, face coverings, hand sanitizer, and other 
materials to support our communities’ health and wellness.

AVID 
Preparing Students For College
 Advancement Via Individual Determination is a 4-year 
college readiness program which begins in the freshman year. It 
is dedicated to helping students to be better prepared for college 
acceptance.  AVID provides academic support, motivation, 
and encouragement to students who are willing to work hard 
and have the desire to succeed in college.  AVID is an elective 
class that provides support, academic monitoring, and tutoring.  
Writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization and reading, along 
with tutorial study groups and study skills, are the core strategies 
of the program. In addition to the elective class, students are 
required to be enrolled concurrently in a college preparatory 
curriculum in the areas of English, math, science, social studies 
to include Honors and Advanced Placement courses. 

International Baccalaureate 
- Building a Better World
 The International Baccalaureate® (IB) offers a continuum of 
international education. The program encourages both personal 
and academic achievement, challenging students to excel in 
their studies and in their personal development.
 The IB Program aims to do more than other curricula by 
developing inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people 
who are motivated to succeed. Students will help to build a better 
world through intercultural understanding and respect. 
 Students at IB World Schools are given a unique education. 
They will:
• Be encouraged to think independently and drive their own 

learning
• Take part in programs of education that can lead them to some of 

the highest ranking universities around the world
• Be able to engage with people in an increasingly globalized, 

rapidly changing world.
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FACE 2021 District 205 To Host FACE Summit
 The 2021 Family and Community Engagement 
(FACE) Summit will Engage, Motivate, and Educate 
parents, students, and the entire community about the 
exceptional learning opportunities and innovative 
programs implemented 
and maintained during this 
challenging time of COVID-19.  
District 205 comprises three 
recognized comprehensive high 
schools: Thornwood High School 
in South Holland, Thornridge 
High School in Dolton, Thornton 
High School in Harvey, IL, 
and two alternative programs; 
Peace Center in Dolton, IL, 
and Outlook Academy housed 
at South Suburban College.   
Thornton Township High 
School District 205 has a rich 
history of providing an excellent 
education to students with an 
extensive offering of academic 
programs and extracurricular 
opportunities.  Parental 
engagement and participation 
are vital factors in the success 
of the district. With that in mind, 
this year’s virtual production is 
designed to innovatively share 
important information with 
our families as well as build 
stronger relationships with our 
feeder schools’ students and their 
families!
 On Saturday March 27, 2021, 
the fourth Family and Community 
Engagement Summit (FACE) 
will happen under the theme, 
“The Fierce Urgency of Now,” 
to underscore the significant 
role that supportive parents, 
guardians, and our community 
serve in enhancing the academic 

performance of students.  Research shows that 
both educators and parents play an integral role 
in ensuring quality education to every child.  The 
mission of Thornton Township High School District 
205 to remain a high-quality district that produces 

major gains in student achievement and prepares all 
students for success in college, careers, and service in 
our community and global society.
 You will be able to view the FACE Summit virtually 
from the comfort of your home, office, or anyplace 

you can receive service on your 
electronic device.  You can 
click and become connected 
to an outstanding cadre of 
presenters who will provide 
insights and encouragement 
for parenting successful 
young people, updates on 
events happening throughout 
the district, upcoming 
projects and initiatives, 
and recommendations to 
better navigate through this 
challenging pandemic.  
 Our guest speakers will 
include highly acclaimed 
educators within their 
respective fields. We welcome 
each parent, guardian, and 
community supporter to 
attend this monumental event. 
Your participation affirms a 
commitment to providing the 
nurturing support every child 
needs for academic excellence 
and success.  We hope to see 
you connected online!
Please do not delay and register 
now!   Space is limited!   
 Registration is now 
open online at http://www.
d i s t r i c t 2 0 5 s u m m i t . n e t /
registration.
 For more information, 
please call the Office of Federal 
Programs at 708-225-4002.
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Impact of Property Tax Relief Grant:
 The District abated (reduced) the property taxes 
by $3,749,000 for the 2018 tax year as a condition to 
receiving its first PTRG.
 The District abated the property taxes by 
$3,322,000 for the 2019 tax year as a condition of 
receiving its second PTRG.
 The current year’s levy will again abate the tax 
extension by $3,322,000 for this tax year (2020).
After the 2020 abatement, this board will have given 
more than $10 million in property tax relief to the 
taxpayers of Thornton Township.  All received within 
the past three tax years.
 
Background (the why):
 The Property Tax Relief Grant was established by 
Public Act 100-0465 and revised by Public Act 100-
0582. 
 The Property Tax Relief Program was created to 
provide property tax relief in those school districts 
with high tax rates.

Evidence-Based Funding (EBF) formula 
for education.
 EBF includes a provision for school districts 
with high tax rates, relative to other school districts, 
to lower the property tax burden on residents with 
the state replacing a portion through a Property Tax 

Relief Grant (PTRG). Districts deemed eligible will 
exceed a threshold tax rate, determined by the state 
board once all applications are received, and will 
agree to abate a portion of taxes, up to a statutory 

limit, in the next tax cycle. In return, districts that 
qualify, “may receive a state grant in an amount that 
is a proportion of the tax relief provided.”

2018 
$3.7 

Million

2020 
$3.3 

Million

2019 
$3.3 

Million

Total - $10.3 Million 
in property tax rebates provided 

by School District 205

DISTRICT 205 RETURNS 
$10.3 Million in Property Taxes to Community

Pupil Personnel 
Services
 The spring semester has the Pupil 
Personnel Services office busy.  Currently, 
we are working to have 100% completion of 
Individual Education Programs (IEP) by the 
end of the school year.  One blessing from 
COVID-19 is that we can have more meetings 
using google meets.  By completing these 
meetings, we can continue course selection for 
our students, because the new school year will 
be here soon.
  We are also pleased to work with the Youth 
Homeless Development Program.  You may 
recall that our district has paired up with Aunt 
Martha’s at the Outlook Academy.  There we 
have a representative.  Through the past few 
months, we have been able to meet the needs 
of families and students.  We are also looking 
for more programs to assist with younger 
students.  There are a small group that meets 
monthly to discuss opportunities for homeless 
students.
  Our English Learners and students with 
IEPs have been taking additional courses to 
either retake courses or are taking classes that 
they may have missed when they transferred 
into our District.  These classes continue until 
May 16, 2021.  All our schools are using a new 
computer program called IXL.  This program 
allows individualized instruction for students 
and has motivating games and problem-solving 
skills.  We have also purchased software that 
works with students on the important areas 
of mental health during the pandemic.  Each 
school and program has selected 5 people to 
use these programs with students.

SCHOOL DISTRICT
EXPENSES AT A GLANCE

SALARIES AND BENEFITS
Education is a people business. On average, more 

than 75 cents of every dollar goes to pay for salaries and 
benefits of teachers and staff.

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION
Districts must ensure students can attend 

schools that are safe, clean, functional and well-
maintained in a healthy environment with adequate 
heating, ventilation and lighting.

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT, 
TECHNOLOGY AND SUPPLIES

Ongoing curriculum development and training 
enhances the ability of teachers and support staff to 
provide students with a high-quality education, while 
instructional technology and supplies help students gain 
skills necessary for future success. 

TRANSPORTATION
Districts must ensure that all school vehicles 

meet state safety standards and provide an efficient, 
reliable mode of transportation in accordance with 
school board policy and state law.

SCHOOL DISTRICT
REVENUE AT A GLANCE

*WHAT IS FUND BALANCE?
If revenue collected for the school budget 

remains at the end of a district’s fiscal year, that money 
becomes part of its fund balance. Districts must adhere 
to state laws that govern how fund balance can be spent. 
Options include applying it to a future budget in the form of 
revenue, earmarking it for anticipated future needs and/or 
saving it for unexpected emergencies. 

SCHOOL BUDGET 101: DISTRICT 205
Balancing the Budget

EXPENSES  =  REVENUE
MONEY GOING OUT
Salaries/Benefits
Curriculum/Staff 
Development
Facilities Maintenance & 
Operation
Transportation
Debt Service

STATE FUNDS

FEDERAL FUNDS

PROPERTY TAXES

     Illinois state provides funding for public 
schools in the form of aid for general operations and 
funding designated for particular expenses.

          The federal government does provide some 
aid for schools in Illinois.

 If there is a gap between state/federal funds and 
estimated total expenses, districts generally fill it with 
local property taxes. Districts are required to calculate a 
“maximum allowable tax levy” under the property 
tax cap law. Exceeding the cap requires approval by a 
supermajority of voters (60 percent or more).

Each year, school boards must 
develop a balanced school 
budget proposal for the 
following school year.

MONEY COMING IN
State Funds
Federal Funds 
Property Taxes 
Miscellaneous Income 
Appropriated Fund 
Balance* 
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District Administration
Dr. Nathaniel Cunningham, Jr.

Superintendent

Dr. Jerry B. Doss 
Assistant Superintendent

Mr. Toriano Horton 
Assistant Superintendent Business Operations

Mr. Brett Fickes
Executive Director of Curriculum & Instruction

Mr. Thomas Porter 
Executive Director of Special Services

Mr. Robert Penman 
Director of Research, 

Assessment & Quality Analysis 

Mrs. Rosaura Duran 
Director of Human Resources 

School Administration 
Thornridge High School

Dr. Justin Moore, Principal
Dr. Camilla Covington, Asst. Principal

Mr. William Brown, Asst. Principal
Ms. Carol Friedl, Asst. Principal

Thornton High School
Dr. Tony Ratliff, Principal

Mr. Todd Whitaker, Associate Principal
Mr. Benjamin Blakely, Asst. Principal  
Mr. Mason Newell, Asst. Principal
Ms. Wanda Russell, Asst. Principal

Thornwood High School
Mr. Don Holmes, Principal

Ms. Maria Brown, Asst. Principal
Dr. Todd Hall, Asst. Principal

Mr. Thomas Walsh, Asst. Principal
Outlook Academy

Mrs. Patricia Fortier, Program Administrator
Peace Center

Mr. Tyran-Cox-Bey, Program Administrator

DISTRICT 205 
MISSION STATEMENT

Thornton Township High School District 205 puts students first and will provide a challenging and engaging curriculum; use 
evidence-based teaching practices, connect learning to life experiences and maintain a safe, nurturing, technology-rich 

environment that addresses social justice and partners with family and community members.
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